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I.—Forerien Po.trics. 


Tas Arya Darpan, of the 18th September, has the following :— 
** Peace has been established between Kussia 
possia and England. and England. We have not as yet put 
y faith in it. True, Russia has for the present waived her claims to the 
ralfikar Pass, but the entire work of delimiting the boundaries yet remains 
* Jone. The work will begin in November. As long as everything is 
of peacefully settled, there is every probability of a war with Russia. 
Le November come. Let the Boundary Commission hold its meetings. 
Let everything be settled, and it will then be possible to say whether there 
rill be war or not. Any one may say anything before that, but we will 
not believe it.” 

9 The Sanjtvant, of the 19th September, is glad to notice that 
Baboo Sarat Chandra Das has been sent to 
Pekin, the capital of China, on an embassy. 
He gave Government much valuable information about Thibet, where he 
travelled in the guise of a Buddhist Lama. The English are now anxious 
to establish commercial relations with that country. But this cannot be 
Jone without the permission of China, and so Mr. Macaulay of the Bengal 
Secretariat and Baboo Sarat Chandra Das have been deputed to 
(hina. Every one will be happy to find that a Bengali has been sent on a 
diplomatic errand. . 

8. The Uchit Vakid, of the 19th September, says that the peace 
just concluded with Russia has not removed 
the fear of future danger, and that it is more 


Baboo Sarat Chandra Das. 


Peace with Russia. 


properly a truce than peace. 


4, A correspondent of the Sddhdrani, of the 20th September, 


writing from Quetta, says that Sir Charles 
Macgregor, the | Quartermaster-General, 
has arrived there, and that he will proceed to Pishin. The main object of 
bis proceeding there is to select a suitable place for establishing a British 
cantonment. The sending of Commissariat supplies which was stopped has 


® wainbegun. The writer apprehends from all this that there will be 
war. | 


Apprehension of war. 


0. ‘lhe Dacca Prakash, of the 20th September, says that though 
peace has been established between England 
and Russia, the English have not cut a good 
figure in these transactions. People who have an insight into political 
matters are sorry that the English who commenced the quarrel by their 
aggressive action are going to lose their prestige. The English have 
been obliged to give up Panjdeh. Will not now the proposal to increase 
the Indian army at the expense of useful public works be abandoned ? 
The people of India will have to provide for the expenses already incurred 
u the Pindi Durbar and in the preparations for war. What they now 
want is that they may not be burdened any further. 


6. The Som Prakash, of the 21st September, referring to the rumour 
aera that the result of the embassy of Sir Drummond 
. Wolff to the Porte will not be satisfactory, says 

that the Sultan does not desire to form an alliance with the English. 
ince the Russo-Turkish war, Turkey has been disgusted with England. 
Poland is gradually incurring the displeasure of everybody on account 
oH her extreme selfishness, The writer is of opinion that England’s 
Msition will be secured if instead of humiliating herself by asking for 


ble of others, she lays aside her haughtiness and treats Indians 
8. 


Russia and England. 


AspYa DarPay, 
Sept. 18th, 18385. 


SANJIVANT, 
Sept. 19th, 1885. 


Uc8IT VaAkTA, 
Sept. 19th, 1886. 


SADHARANI, 
Sept. 20th, 1885. 


Dacca Paaxgass, 
Sept. 20th, 1885. 


Som PRaka8H, 
Sept. 21st, 1885. 
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Sauvan PRaBwanan, 7. The Samvdd Prabhakdr, of the 22nd September, thinks that 


Sept. 22nd, 1885. 


ager ae though 
eace is going to be establish g 
nan deer ee Rngland and Russia still the sppeme 


of a Russian invasion of India will not come toan end. Until there isa 
between these two countries, the ambition of Russia will not receive a eh er: 
the anxieties of England will not be relieved. The Secretary of State re: 
distinctly said that in spite of the peace the frontier is to be fortified ang . 
parations for war are to be pushed on with vigor. The cost of all these cule 
will fall on the head of the natives of India. Over and above this there will 
be a permanent increase in the cost of the army, the strength of which ig 
be increased. If Russia makes any warlike movement in Central Asin 
theEnglish army will become ready to meet it, and money will fy 
like water. Are these things for the good of the people of India ? 
Sunsem, 8. The Surabhi, of the 23rd September, says that English newspapers 
Sept. 23rd, 1885. which are in favour of extension of the Empire, are 
Te always advising Government to annex Burmah 
and making all sorts of accusations against King Theebaw, in order to make 
Government angry with him. The writer asks, why are the English g 
hostile to king Theebaw, who has in no way injured them? When yi 
the English become free from the great sin of robbing foreign countries of 
their freedom ? | 
I{.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 
9. The Bheri, of the 18th September, draws the attention of, Mr. 
— ko ak Lambert, the Commissioner of the Caleuty 
Sept. 18th, 1885. = Police, to the fact that a regular trade 
in girls is going on in Calcutta. In Gopinath Sen’s Lane, in 
Sobha Bazar, there are a man and a woman who have been long 
trading in girls. Recently they brought a young woman of about fifteen for 
sale. An old prostitute fixed the price at Rs. 10, but the matter was noised 
about io the quarter, and the wretcues fled away, selling the girl at Rs, 2 
only. The prostitutes are keeping the girl in concealment. Such events are 
not rare in Calcutta, but the police never tries to inform itself about them. 
10. The Dainik, of the 21st September, notices that in the case of 
Dainix, ee pe ae Queen versus Sarvesvar Dule, the accused has 
et ee been declared not guilty by the jury. But 
during the course of the trial it transpired that the police had beaten the 
man severely, kept him under restraint for three days, and extorted from him 
a confession that he had killed Uma Kaibartini. This is really alarming. An 
innocent man was compelled by dint of blows to confess that he had 
committed amurder. If the police can do even this they can do everything. 
Do not these things reach the ears of the authorities ? 


(b)-- Working of the Courts. 


ie ll. The Putdkd, of the 18th September, says that Sir Charles 
Sept. 18th, 1886. A native Judge in the Punjab Chief Aitchison has done a glorious deed by ap- 
Court. pointing an able native pleader, Pundit 

Ramnarain, as a Judge of the Punjab Chief Court. 
een 12. The chief obstacles in the way of impartial eure . 

PRaKASHIKA, ie Wet ; } ‘ in the opiD 

Sept. 19th, 1885. Failures of justice in the mofussil. ees 2 ot Porgy ct of the. 19th 
sow Praxasu,  S€Ptember, recommendation, flattery and selfishness. 
Sept. 21st, 1aK5, 13. The Som Prakdsh, of the 21st September, says that the whe! 
Pundit Ramnarain appointed a Judge Of India is glad at the appointment of Pund ' 
oF ae Seen Cont Coan Ramnarain as a Judge of the Punjab Om 

Court, and is praising the Viceroy and Sir Charles Aitchison for this. 
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14, Referring to the confirmation by the Allahabad High Court of 

ent of # respoctable na- the sentence of imprisonment passed by the 
Po _ Sessions dudge of Benares on the daughter 
Sof Rani Shyama Sundari of Putia, the Ananda Bazar Pairtkd, ot the 
gist September, says that if the wife of Bng+ had been sent to jail for 
ommitting some offence, it is probable the Judges of the High Court 
gould have seen some ground for showing her mercy. 


(c)—Jazils. 


15. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 21st September, says that 

| generously-disposed officials occasionally evince 
some sdlicitude to find out the cause of 
the abnormally high rate of mortality in the jails of this country. 
sie Rivers Thompson, like Sir Richard Temple before him, has become 
anxious t0 ascertain this cause. Whenever any Lieutenant-Governor has 
shown such anxiety the mortality in the jails has diminished, still none has 
ret succeeded in bringing it down to the normal rate. Failing in his efforts 
‘n this behalf, Sir Richard Temple in a manner showed signs of despondency. 
¢- Rivers Thompson, too, appears equally despondent in the last Jail report. 

This despondent attitude of the authorities naturally suggests two 
questions in the mind, namely, firsé, is it really impossible to bring down 
the death rate in the jails to the normal standard? and second, do the 
suthorities really endeavour to reduce the death rate in the jails? 

Now as regards the first question, a perusal of the Jail reports leaves 
n0 doubt in the mind that it is possible to bring down the death rate to the 
normal standard, inasmuch as it is found that this rate has always increased 
or diminished according as the authorities have been indifferent or attentive 
to this subject. 

Sir Rivers Thompson is coming to see why the death-rate in the 
jails is diminishing now. He has nearly abolished flogging and the system 
of exacting hard work from the convicts under all circumstances, and has 
lad down that convicts shall be weighed every fifteen days. if they are 
found to lose in weight, their work is reduced. They are now being given 
better food and it is proposed to give them better dress. ‘The rate of 
uortality in the jails has begun to diminish since Government began to 
bestow greater care upon the convicts. But the rate has not yet come 
down to the normal standard, nor even to the rate of 40 per mille reached 


High rate of mortality in Jails. 


by Dr. Mouat. The present rate is 48 per mille. The rate of mortality | 


outside of the jails is 20 per mille. Much therefore remains to be done 
in this direction. If Sir Rivers Thompson had laboured with all his heart 
o bring down the rate to the normal standard, he could have succeeded 
0 his efforts. The failure of Sir Rivers in this matter is due to the 
Mociple of prison discipline which the authorities are ever anxious to 
“ary out, namely, that convicts must be given such food and work as while 
lot impairing their vigor or vitality may not also increase their strength. 
ie principle is an impracticable compromise, and the attempt to give 
tect to it causes difficulties. The high rate of mortality among the 
“uvicts is often attributed with justice to the admission in large numbers 
" sick people as prisoners into the jails. If the rulers therefore really 
: ‘¢ to diminish the mortality in the jails they should see that Judges 
+ ture inflict somewhat lenient sentences on weak and diseased offenders. 
i. Ng to the rigorous sentences now passed on such offenders, the Judges 
_ 4 Manner become responsible for their deaths as also for the odium 
wured by the jail authorities. It should therefore be provided that before 


fh ug sentences on criminals, all judicial officers should enquire about their 
ical and mental condition. 


ANANDA BazaR 
PaTRIRZA, 


Sept. 2lst, 1885. 


ANANDA BAZAR 
PATRIKA, 


Sept. 21st, 1885. 


SaHACHAR, 
Sept. 16th, 1885. 


SAHsCHAR, 


Sept. 16th, 1885. 
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KHaRAT MIHnIR, 
Sept. 17th, 1885. 
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(d)— Education. 


16. The Sahachar, of the eg ogy he ont of th 

i Sais ment of Baboo Ambikacharan Bose, § 
ofice ofthe" Disecter of Public Ins. Assistantin the office of the Director of Publ 
truction, Instruction, as Head Assistant, vice Mr. Collie 
deceased. The writer will be glad if a competent person is Appointed as 
Second Assistant. The writer waits to see Mr. Tawney’s power of selection, 


© appoint. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


17. The Sahachar, of the 16th September, says that Lord Dufferin 

Lord Dufferin and the Commis. has always professed to be a friend of self. 
sioners of the Calcutta Municipality. § government. Upon his arrival ip Calcutta, 
referring to self-government, he said :—‘‘I shall water, watch and prune 
the tree which Lord Ripon has planted.” At that time referring to the 
word “prune” Anglo-Indian papers indulged in hopes of curtailment | 
of the powers of municipalities, and expressed joy owing to such hopes 
The native papers then laughed at their Anglo-Indian contemporaries for 
such comments. How could they apprehend any mischief to self-govern- 
ment from an approver of Lord Ripon’s policy like Lord Dufferin? Buy 
they have now come to suspect that Lord Dufferin is not, like Lord 
Ripon, in favour of unfettered self-government. Lord Dufferin has supported 
Sir Rivers Thompson, who behaved disgracefully and despotically towards the 
Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta, and while professing himself to be 
a friend of self-government, has blamed the Commissioners for showing 
independence. He has also supported the mischievous principle maintained 
by Sir Rivers Thompson and his Anglo-Indian adherents that municipal 
taxation far from being diminished should be increased, so long as the 
sanitary arrangements for the town have not become perfect. All this has. 
filled the writer with despair. How will the writer place him in the fore 
most rank of liberal statesmen who does not understand that Calcutta, 
though the metropolis of India, cannot be converted.into a paradise in 8 
day, or wno would not, understand this owing to the influence of Anglo- 
Indian subordinates? The Bengali Commissioners have become the 
eyesore of the Anglo-Indian party and its head, by not increasing the house- 
tax in Calcutta. Lord Dufferin has found fault with the Commissioners 


for this. The writer says that if natives purchase land for the Anglo- 


Indians of Calcutta and the Suburbs by raising subscriptions, proposals 
to increase the house-tax will no longer be heard. The writer also says 
that let Government make arrangements for the defrayal of the municipal | 
expenses by the imposition of an income tax only upon the inhabitants of 
Calcutta, and it will see that there will be no further agitation for the 
increase of municipal expenditure. Lord Dufferin should remember that 
it is not an universal opinion that India or any particular portion of it 19 
the birth-place of cholera. Dr. Cunningham has stated in his work of tne 
subject that there was cholera in Europe when India was not known there 
even by name. When Hippocrates and Celsus spoke of cholera, India 7 
not known to Europe. The writer cannot believe with Lord Dofferin ths 
Calcutta is the chief breeding-ground of cholera. lette 
18. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 17th September, refers to 8 * 
The South Barrackpore Municip: received from a correspondent, who ogy | 
ris. that while the roads and drains with 7 
South Barrackpore Municipality are in a miserable condition and ~~ 
uncared for, an expenditure of Rs. 4,000 has been sanctioned for the 
struction of a house where the Municipal office is to be located. 
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19. The Bhers, of the 18th September, says that there are some 
crseersof the Calcutta Muni- Hurasian road overseers in the Calcutta 
Po Municipality. They harass people greatly, 
but leave their work to be done by their peons. If any nuisance is pointed 
+ to these peons, they will issue summonses against him who points it out. 
¥ 90, The Nava Medint, of the 19th September, says that the Govern- 
rye Government of India andthe ament of India has disapproved of the 
vylcatts Municipality. ction of the Commissioners of Calcutta in 
not enhancing the house-rate from 7% per cent. to 10 percent. This 
ows that the Government of India is indifferent to the sufferings 
the people. The Commissioners know how hard it would be for poor 
people to pay the enhancéd rate. How can the rulers who live in the hills 
snderstand this P .The writer is sorry that Mr. Mackenzie has succeeded in 
pinging over Lord Dufferin to his views. Does not Lord Dufferin under- 
tand that the Commission under section 28 was appointed to lay the axe 
st the root of self-government in Calcutta? The writer is greatly alarmed 
at the action of the Viceroy, whose weighty speeches in Calcutta were of a 
| reassuring nature. 
91. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 19th September, says that 
ford Dufferin on the Calcutta Muni- Lord Dufferin has strongly supported Sir 
cipality. Rivers Thompson in his proceedings in con- 
nection with the Calcutta Municipality. But the writer asks Lord 
Dufferin whether there was any necessity for appointing the Commission 
under section 28; whether the Commission has discovered any facts b 
which the incompetency of the Commissioners has been established ; 
and whether Sir Rivers Thompson’s attitude towards the municipality shows 
wa friendly spirit towards local self-government. Lord Dufferin has 
supported whatever Sir Rivers has said. The real question would appear 
t) be, why did not the Qommissioners increase the house-rate and 
improve the sanitary condition of the town with the proceeds thereof ? 
lord Dufferin will not understand that the tax will press very hard on the 
house owners. If Parliament orders that to relieve the present financial 
diiculty the natives shall pay 10 per cent. on their income, will His Lordship 
ike to realize taxes at thatrate? Lord Dufferin has in the conclusion of 
3 his resolution said that heis anxiously awaiting the result of the Commission 
appointed for the purpose of effecting an amalgamation of the Suburbs with 
Valcutta. This is strange; why did he refer to a quite different matter 
while speaking of one? 


22. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 19th September, says that Sir Ashley 
i tes Eden was not favourably disposed towards 
_—s the Calcutta Municipality, but he never 

wanted to ruin it. But: the present sickly Lieutenant-Governor has no 
‘ar. He is fond of his countrymen, and is prepared to do any amount of 
Wrong to please them. This need not be proved, for every act of his admin- 
“iraion shows it. Under the influence of some evil advisers, he appointed a 
mnission under section 28 of the Municipal Act with a view to insult the 
“mmissioners of the Calcutta Municipality. He threatened the Commis- 
“hers at every step. But the Calcutta Municipality passed through the 
iieal unscathed. This became intolerable to His Honor, and he began to 
“tk other expedients to ruin the municipality. This time he stands on 
‘ t grounds, namely, philanthropic grounds. The people of the Suburbs 
a fring a great deal, and so the Suburbs should be amalgamated with 
tte and the sufferings of the Suburban rate-payers relieved 
‘ Money belonging to the rate-payers of Calcutta. But many do not see 
dake of these arguments. They say that the proposal of 
“ee has been made for the purpose of ruining Calcutta. The 
bhi i : oped that the Viceroy would prevent Sir Rivers Thompson from taking 
" mh Course. But he is very much afraid that the days of the municipality 
umbered. The Viceroy agrees with the Juieutenant-Governor. He 
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has recorded a resolution on the report of the Sanitary Committee, in wh; 
he has approved of the appointment of the Commission, and has ‘ ich 
censure upon the Commissioners of Calcutta for disobeying the ie 
Governor of Bengal. The Viceroy disapproves of the reduction of omer 
and says that improvement should not be stopped for want of ate 
This advice may be good for a wealthy man, but poor people know a 
means. If it is not found necessary to stop improvement for want y 
funds, Calcutta may be turned into a paradise in one day. 


23. The same paper complains that the Calcutta Munic’ 
Adalteration of milk and other not try to prevent the adulteration Of milk 
articles. ghee, and oil. The appointment of a man fo, 


the examination of these articles has become absolutely necessary, Will the 
Municipality do it? 


24, ‘he same paper says that a rumour is current that Bab 


, Kalinath Mitra will soon be appcinted , 
oe en _ member of the Bengal Legislative Counc 
and so he is supporting Government in the matter of the Commisio, 


appointed for the purpose of concerting means for the amalgam. 
tion of the Suburban with the Calcutta Municipality. Sir Rivers Thompson 
has invented this novel mode of buying up Commissioners. But it docs 

not appear that many will approve of this mode of procedure. 


25. The same paper says that the Calcutta Municipality is indifferent 

The Calcutta Municipality and the a8 to the management of the affairs of the 

tramway Company. Tramway Company. The Company star 

their cars, and increase the rate of fares whenever they please. The driver 

drive their cars with their eyes closed. The roads are kept in such a bal 
condition by the Tramway Company that walking has become impossible. 


26. The Samaya, of the 21st September, says that Kishnagar is 


| ee neither a city nor a village. Ina place like 
ee this, the Municipal Commissioners must 
always have their eyes wide open. For the last five or six years malaria has 


been raging at Kishnagar. The virulence of malaria would have abate 
greatly had jungle been cleared in proper time and arrangements made {0 
the supply of good drinkable water. Those streets only are watered 1 
which Europeans and powerful Commissioners live. No one objects 
this. But the rate-payers can claim the right of walking on clean and 
even roads. In the hot season there is so much dust in the street 
that no one can walk in them without getting his clothes dirty. Taxation 
is continually increasing. Those who cannot pay their taxes are oppressed. 
Many are paying the latrine tax indeed, but they cannot i 
their priviess The mehters do not work; petitions are sev 
replied to. , 
27. The same paper says that the Resolution of the Government 0 
aaa India, on the working of the Calcutta Mun' 
esolution of the Government ; ; ie impartial 
of India on the Calcutta Muni- Cipality, cannot be said to be an imparie 
apeny: document. The Commissioners of Calcutt 
did their work disinterestedly, and so there was no necessity for appointing | 
Commission over their head. The Viceroy says that without the a 
many things would not have been brought to light. But, says the weer 
the Commissioners had been written to, they could have furnished oye 
ment with the necessary information. ‘The appointment of the a 
mission would seem to shew that the Commissioners did not uncer 
their work. The outbreak of cholera in Calcutta may do some bic 
to commerce. This argument is of no use. The causes ~t ne 
quarantine is imposed are different. If the unhealthiness of on ; 
the cause, why do not those cities of India where people from Calce : 
freely do not catch the epidemic ? The Viceroy is right in what he | 
England. But in India arbitrary power is often exercised, but 20 


pality does 
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he Commissioners, it seems, must undertake all sorts of improvements 
otherwise the Government will not be satisfied. Will an increase 
9-8 per cent. on the house tax enable them to undertake all 
{ improvements ? Such an idea is ridiculous, but the Viceroy 
e lLieutenant-Governor have not shrunk back from advanc- 
If the Viceroy is really anxious for the welfare of Calcutta, why 

» not relieve it of the Police charges? The Lieutenant-Governor has 
ithheld what the Government of India has given it. The house 
more heavily taxed than in any other city in India. 


done. T 
at once, 
of Rs. 


ied to pay for a ’ : : 
gat improvements, it should lend money instead of taxing the 


8 The Navavibhdkar, of the 21st September, says that Sir Rivers 
Thompson has determined to alter the Muni- 

Lord Dafferin and the Calcutta nicipal law in order to lay the axe at the root 
Municipality. of municipal self-government in Calcutta. 
Tord Dufferin at the advice of his Anglo-Indian Secretaries and Coun- 
cillors has followed in the wake of Sir Rivers Thompson. All hopes 
of justice from Lord Dufferin have vanished from the mind of the writer 
| after reading Mr. Mackenzie’s letter to the Bengal Government. Had it 
been any other country, Sir Rivers Thompson would have been censured by 
the Governor-General for his bad behaviour towards the Commissioners of 
the Calcutta Municipality. Had Lord Ripon remained Viceroy, a different 
course would have been taken by him. The writer never dreamt that 
S lord Dufferin would ever adopt the course which Sir Rivers Thompson has 
taken under the influence of Mr. Justice Cunningham and his own Secre- 
taries, Indians are very unfortunate. Otherwise Lord Dufferin who is so 
clever would not have been deluded. The pretext of the prevalence of 
cholera upon which the Cunningham party want to deprive the people of 
Calcutta of self-government and which was urged by Sir Rivers Thompson, 
has been urged by Lord Dufferin also. Nothing can be more regrettable than 
this, The Cunningham party as well as Sir Rivers Thompson and Lord 
Dufferin have been obliged to admit that the Commissioners have improved 
thecondition of Calcutta beyond all expectations. As an example of the spirit 
of Lord Dufferin’s remarks upon the Commissioners through his Secretary, the 
writer quotes the following :—“ It is no sufficient answer.to the case against 
the Commissioners to point to a certain amount of actual progress, real and 
even considerable as that may have been, when it is clear that had the 
available resources of the Municipality been fully utilized much more might 
have been done.” ‘Lhe writer says that neither the Lieutenant-Governor 
hor the Viceroy has taken any notice of the increasing debts of the M unicipa- 
ity. The debts will have to be paid by the Bengali rate-payers. These 
worthies seem to be of opinion that the more money is extorted from Indians, 
the better it will be for the State. The kind Viceroy is of opinion that 
iunicipal taxation should be kept at the highest limit so long as Calcutta 
does not become a paradise. So long as he and Sir Rivers Thompson remain 
10 office, there is no hope for the reduction of Municipal taxation, because 
the work of improvement is endless. The writer warns the Municipal Com- 
ussioners of all places to impose new taxes after careful consideration, for 
kes once imposed will not be abolished. No one can have any objection 
0 Government having the power of interfering with the action of munici- 


palities in the interests of public health. That power has also been con-- 


ferred upon Government by the Municipal Act. But the Government 
of India itself has said, that that power should not be lightly exercised. 
“"e writer says that the Lieutenant-Governor has interfered with the 
Wependent action of the Calcutta Municipality without any cause. Had 
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it been in England, he would have been censured by Parliament f 
conduct. The Home Secretary has tried to delude natives by jp . euch 
a comparison between the Bengal Government and the Local Gove Itutip 
Board of England as regards the power of interfering with the inde rment 
action of municipalties. But there can be no comparison between peadent 
The President of the Local Government Board of England is rm Wo, 
of the Ministry and of Parliament. He is bound to answer for pee 
before that assembly, consequently the Board is an assembly of the am 
The man who compares that Board with the civilian and despotic Be 
Government, cannot be allowed credit for love of truth. There io 
possibility of any oppression being committed by the Local Gierinaens 
Board of England, but oppression is committed by Government oy 
For these reasons the writer says the more the power of Government 
is limited by law in this country the better. 


29. The Santipore correspondent, of the Som Prakdsh, of the 21st 


September, says that the local municina) 
ere aha Ipalit 
The Santipore Municipality _ 18. trying hard to prevent the flooding a 
the place. The Commissioners have raised embankments b . 


employing 
numerous labourers. The Vice-Chairman and some Manicipal jal 
sioners are deserving of thanks for their efforts in that matter. Some 
Commissioners are for the present paying money out of their own pockets 
for the work. The correspondent also says that after reading the com. 
plaint about the wretched condition of the Kansaripara road, the Vice. 
Chairman personally inspected it and has got it repaired, 


30. The Sadr Sudhdnidht, of the 21st September, says that from 
Lord Dufferin and Self-Govern. study of the Self-Government Act, it appears 


ment. that Sir Rivers Thompson tried to reserve 
all powers to himself. He has reserved the power of introducing 
the law in a place and of nominating the Chairmen of the Self. 
Government Boards to himself. The writer says that upon bis™ 
arrival in India, Lord Dufferin promised to foster and develop Lord 
Ripon’s measure of self-government. But his views seem to have changed 


with the change of ministry. He has supported the conduct of Sir Rivers 


Thompson towards the Calcutta municipality. 


1. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 23rd September, says 


h ison h extension 
Baboo Gopal Lal Mitra. that Mr. Harrison has obtained an ex 


of leave for 23 days. The way in which 
Baboo Gopal Lal Mitra has done the work of Chairman, plainly 


shows that there is no necessity for entertaining the services of a civilian 
Chairman. He has done his work better than a civilian. 


— (f').— Questions affecting the Land. 


82. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 19th September, says that the Court 


18] ts from the 
The Burdwan Raj Estate. of Wards is realising the rents 


raiyats of the pergunnah Sujlamuta with the 
help of the Deputy Magistrate of Contai and the Coutai police. On the 


other hand, the old Maharani of Burdwan, who claims the pergunoah a 
her own, is also realising rents through her agents. The ralyats are g0)Mp 
to ruin, The writer advises these raiyats to pay their dues to that 
party to whom they used to pay them. The Court of Wards will have rr: 
right of realising rent only when it has established its title in ¢ : 
civil courts to do so, The Court of Wards will never win the gase 1)" 


civil court. 
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93, The Sddhdrant, of the 20th September, says that from the 
e manner in which Government proposes to 
The proposed cad make surveys of lands in Bengal, it appears 
hat nothing will remain unknown. But will the Deputy and Sub-Deputy 
(ollectors take the trouble to make the surveys themselves, or wiil they only 
ie ond upon their amins? The writer thinks that the Deputy and Sub-Deputy 
Collectors will write fine accounts of the history of a village, the number 
of its inhabitants, and the nature of the soil without stirring out of their, 
tents, and leave the: rest of the work to their amins. It is not difficult 
‘see how accurate accounts prepared in this manner will be. But the 
miter is reassured by the reflection, that inasmuch as Government is 
jeeply interested in the preparation of accurate accounts, it will carefully 
ve that the accounts are correctly prepared. The writer waits to see 
rhat objections the zemindars make to the rules framed under the 


Tenancy Act. 
(q)—Railways and communications inciuding canals and irrigation. 


34, The Sddhdrant, of the 20th September, says that in 1881, the 
| | system of granting pensions to clerks in the 
Hho decks ta Site eewaye. State Railways was abolished. The writer 
‘lustrates by the example of the clerks of the Rajputana and Malwa 
State Railway, which Government has recently placed under the manage- 
nent of the Bombay and Baroda Railway Company, the sufferings to which 
oor clerks in railways will be put owing to the abolition of the system of 
eanting pensions to them. In the Company’s agreement with Government 
it has agreed to retain in its service all the officers entitled to pension 
Meutil Government can make some provision for them. The Com- 
many has also been made to agree to give those officers the same 
salaries and the same holidays which they enjoyed under Government. 
Zu Butno such agreement in favour of the clerks who are not entitled to 
yension has been obtained from the Company. Thus of two classes of 
oficers, both of which have served Government, one has been placed ina 
far more disadvantageous position than the other. It is said that the Cen- 
tral Bengal Railway has applied to Government for the contract of the 
Eastern Bengal and Dacca-Mymensing State Railways. There is also 
probability of their assuming the management of the Tirhoot State Railway 
nfuture. If the Company’s application is granted all the important State 
Balways in Bengal, Behar, the North-Western Provinces and Rajputana 
wll have been placed under the management of private companies and 
most all the clerks in the Indian State Railways will be put to hardship. 
Government places all the State Railways under the management of pri- 
vale railway Companies what probability will there be of transferring officers 
tititled to pension ? 


astral survey. 


(h)— General. 


30. The Chdru Vartd, of the 14th September, does not understand 
why Lord Dufferin does not as yet give any 
: reply to the petition made to him for admit- 
if hatives into the Volunteer corps. 

36. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 15th September, says that 
the Native Army will be strengthened 
by the addition of 20,000 men including 


The volunteerin g movement. 


laerease of the Indian Army. 


‘aly and infantry, The European army too will be increased. If peace 
m ‘* deen established with Russia, why is the army going to be increased ? 

% ‘crease of 30,000 men will cost agreat deal of money. The prepara- 
“ls lor war have already cost millions. Whence is all this money to come? 
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37. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 17th September, says that 


Ind 
ee a are full of alarm, because wh; ate 
Military training of Indians. powerful foe before than Pega there 13 9 
and undisciplined. Lord Dufferin will remove all fears from the ‘i : age 
Indians, and will also make them capable of assisting Government, i « 
makes arrangement for their military training. — he 

38. The Bharat Uthir, of the 17th September, Says that Sir R; 
Thompson has_ returned from his visit 
Ceylon, and his health is reported to h ; 
considerably improved. The writer will be glad to see His Honor tec me 
his health and rejoin his office. The people now pray that he ma ti 
his work with renewed zeal, and that he may grant relief to the er 
39. Thesame paper says that the Government as well as the Buropeans 
Government and the people of in India never lose any opportunity of stioma. 
Indis. tising natives as disloyal. The writer has als 
repelled this false charge. It is true that the severe strictures 
passed by native papers on the judicial vagaries and highhanded proceedincs 
of reckless Kuropean officials and the condemnation sometimes pronounced in 
their columns on the partiality shown by Government have doubtless led the 
authorities and their followers to set down natives as disloyal. Those 
however, who are fully acquainted with the system of Indian administration 
and the feelings of the Indian population hold a different opinion. 
The people of India never fail to show loyalty to Government whenever 
occasion arises for doing so. Considering the honor shown by them to 
Lord Ripon, and the manner in which they are still supporting his adminis 
trative policy, who can charge natives with disloyalty or ingratitude? Native 
papers labour under the misfortune of being unable to sing the praises 
of Sir Rivers Thompson, but they always express their gratitude to 
Lord Reay and Sir Charles Aitchison. The rulers should before they 
expect to command the respect and confidence of the people under thei 

charge, show that they deserve respect and confidence. 

40. We extract the following observations from an article in the same 


a paper headed “ Bravo! Lord Churchill ”— 

” — sagan ‘Sieve says, brother needle! why that ugly 
hole in you?” It makes one laugh as well as sorry to find that Lord Randolph 
Churchill,—young and inexperienced Churchill—is said to have taken 
upon himself to describe the faults of Lord Ripon, who is an elderly, 
learned and respectable person. Lord Ripon, under whose good adminis- 
tration a subject people was able for a moment to forget the fact of 
their subject condition, and who continues to be almost an object 0 
worship with the people of this country, is said to have ruined India 
It was Lord Ripon’s misfortune that he was not fond of show or wat. 
Peace and internal improvements constituted the cardinal principle of his 
administration. Let the readers consider what he did in connection with 
the North-Western frontier of India. On his advent into this country 
Lord Ripon found that the flames of war kindled by Lord Lytton in Cabul 
were burning furiously, and that the sterile fields of Afghamistan were 
being causelessly deluged with precious Indian blood. Lord Ripon stopped 
this bloodshed and arrested the descent of Lord Lytton’s up-lifted sword, 
which would have cut Cabul to pieces. Thus did Lord Ripon save Cabul 
and India from impending danger. It is not the writer's intention 1 
discuss at present whether by reducing the army Lord Ripon has weakened 
India, but it is a fact that without spending a single pice Lord Ripon pas 0 
much increased the strength of India, by means of sweet words, gener” 
behaviour, and a liberal administrative policy, and has placed the Indiat 
Empire of the Empress of India on such a firm foundation that the 
result could never have been produced by even a hundred forts and ¢ 


* Sir Rivers Thompson. 


as always : 
occasionally 
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Ripo 
the day © 
4), The 


The principle governing of India. 


ean be ex 
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T 


experience h en abl , , 
minds. They cannot in their haughtiness conceive that there is public 


opinion in India, and that that opinion should be consulted at times. 


49, The same paper says that Government is very anxious to in- 

| crease the strength of the army. But people 
colpaepalamad do not like to be enlisted as sepoys. There is 
no prospect for a sepoy. Formerly wars were frequent and the soldiers 
were gainers by them, and many enlisted themselves in the native army. 
But now-a-days no one treats a native soldier with respect. A common 
European soldier can become a Captain, but a distinguished native trooper 
must remain a sepoy all his life. The recruiting of the native army will 
not be an easy matter, unless the pay and prospects of native soldiers are 


increased and improved. 


43. The Bheri, of the 18th September, says that however strongly 
the English may fortify their frontier, the 
Russians are in search of new entrances. 
But the natives do not care for the Russian invasion, they want to learn 
the art of self-defence. The English are becoming volunteers. Why? 
ls their country in an unprotected state? If foreign enemies cannot enter 
India, why are the English and the Eurasians becoming volunteers P When 
anenemy will enter the house of a native, will the native goto ask the 
assistance of a European volunteer, or is he to look with complasance 
on the destruction of his family and caildren, and wish well of the 
English Government? The writer can not understand why when Govern- 
ment is entertaining the services of more than a lakh of paid native soldiers, 
cannot enlist 2,000 respectable gentlemen as honorary soldiers. 


44. The Pratikdr, of the 18th September, says that peace has been 
established between Russia and England. 
People thought that they would now become 
ee from all anxiety. But why is ruin being prepared secretly for India ? 
tis said that the Indian Army will be increased by 50,000 men at 
‘ cost of two crores of rupees to the State per year. Abdur Rahman 
"ll now get twolakhs a month. These preparations are being made 
0 save India from foreign invasion, but her people are living in a 
“orbund condition for want of food. 


49. The same paper does not understand what Sir Rivers Thompson 
will do when his constitution is so weak and 


The native volunteering movement. 


The effects of peace. 


Sit Rivers Thom son. —- . 
lg when the condition of Bengal is so deplor- 


* In a flooded country like this, the helmsman should be a strong man. 
* way in which the work of administration has been hitherto con- 
ucted will not do any longer. 
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46. The same paper is glad to notice that Mr. Norton, the new 


oe ee Magistrate of Gya, treats the Rani of Tikar 


with proper respect. The writer thinks that 
the Commissioner of Patna and the Editor of the Statesman DEWspaper 


deserve the thanks of the community for supporting the Rani’s cause. 

47. The same paper notices that Mr. Oswald, the tutor to the Nuddeg 

Mr. Oswald the tutor of theNuddens Ward, at Berhampore carried the ¢ 

Ward. Of a European ladyin a carriage belonging 
to his ward while there were many carriages belonging to European 
gentlemen of the station. The carriage could no longer be used by his 
ward. Mr. Oswald is doing whatever he pleases with things belonging to hj, 
ward. 

48, The Arya Darpan, of the 18th September,says that Lord Randolph 

Lord Randolph Churehill and Lord Churchill attacked the policy of Lord Ripon 
Ripon. and Lord Ripon appealed to the people 
of India to vindicate it. The people are not ungrateful. They are 
contradicting the statements made by Lord Randolph Churchill by 
holding public meetings in various places. Lord Churchill will now be 
able to find out the mistake he has made. 

49. The same paper says that the sufferings of the people of 
Moorshedabad know no bounds. Mr, Ander- 
son is reported to be indifferent to this 
matter. Mr. Coxhead of Burdwan is not so indifferent. The movements of 
the Magistrate of Nuddea have not yet been known. Mr. Barton, the 
Magistrate of Jessore, is known to be an energetic man, but distress in 
Jessore is on the increase. 

50. The Patdkd, of the 18th September, says that owing to the 

The transfer of the office of the inconvenience caused to the people of Midna- 
Commissioner of Burdwan. pore, the Rajah of Mahishadal and a thousand 
other persons have prayed for the transfer of the office of the Commissioner 
of Burdwan to Howrah. Government should grant that prayer if the 
transfer of the office be found to be convenient to the majority of the people. 

51. The same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor is very fond 

The Lieutenant-Governor and the Of the Hurasians. He cannot bear their 
employment of Eurasians. sufferings. Because his beloved urasians 
cannot pass examinations, and consequently cannot obtain employment, his 
heart has been troubled. He racked his brains in order to devise means 
to protect his protegés. He has at last ruled that by passing the examl- 
nation by the third standard fixed for their education, Eurasians wil 
obtain posts to which natives become entitled by passing the Hntrance 
examination. The Lieutenant-Governor has thus entirely altered the old 
rule. The writeris surprised at his conduct. 

52. The same papersays that India is fallen on evil days. England 
- England and the additional military 18 behaving despotically to gain her own ends. § 
expenditure of India. The writer has shown before that this yea! 
there has been an excess expenditure of five crores of rupees. A further addi- 
tional expenditure of two crores of rupees a year will be incurred for ap 
time to come for the garrisoning of the Indian frontier and for increasing the 
strength of thearmy. The writer has often thought that the whole 25 ag 
is not payable by Indians. Who have greater interest in the defence © 
India, Englishmen or Indians? It is true that Indians are happy 
possess many advantages under British rule. Still it is clear that ‘de 
English derive more benefit from the occupation of India than Indians 
from British rule. If India is occupied by an enemy, cries of distress aa | 
heard from Anglo-Indians who are supported with Indian money. : 9 
these circumstances, the people of England should bear the whole expen” | 


Floods and the conduct of officials. 
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rations for defence. But they are reluctant to bear even a portion 
for “ PShould not Government have spent the balance of 12 ‘e 13 
¢ of rupees in its hands at this time of emergency? Is not this money 
on for use at times of emergency? The writer has said before that 
evenchments may be made by the reduction of the large salaries of the high 
"a cial But Government would not listen to this recommendation. 
Government cannot do so because European officials will become violent 
‘t their salaries are reduced by a single cowrie. That the country is being 
ined by famines, is perfectly immaterial to the officials, They are only 
salle to make money and go home. There was no necessity for establish- 
ing the Salaries Commission which will cost more than a lakh of rupees. 
The work of the Commission could be satisfactorily done by the Board of 
ai 4 A correspondent of the Gram Varté Prakdshikd, of the 19th 
September, draws the attention of the Postal 
Inspector of Khulna to the inconvenience of 
the respectable people of Tilak who do not get their letters and newspapers 
ia proper time from the post office at Piljung. _ 

54. The Nava Medint, of the 19th September, heard that Sir Rivers 
Thompson would retire and that Mr. Bernard 
would come in his place. But it now hears that 
Sir Rivers will return and take over charge. His retirement would have 
been beneficial both to himself and to the country. His health is not good 
and the people do not like him. . 

55. Innoticing the large donations made by native Princes and others 

oe to the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund, the same 
«Seemed paper expresses a hope that the wealthy 
classes of India will confer a great boon upon their country by helping to 
well the Fund to the best of their power. 


56. The Sdraswat Patra, of the 19th Eeptember, does not understand 
the action of Government in the matter of 
retrenchment. Government can save much 
ly reducing the salaries of high officials. But it is not doing that. 
ltis spending a large sum to settle the question as to whether the salaries of 
inferior officers are to be raised. The Patwari Bill is before the Legis- 
lative Gouncil. It is soon to be passed. Government is of course aware 
that the working of the Act will cost much. The writer does not under- 
stand why Government does not abandon these unnecessary projects at 
this time of financial difficuity. 


7. The Sanjlvant, of the 19th September, says that the cost of 

soldiers per head in Europe is Rs. 200 per 

Ri Doin et evink Passage annum. But the cost of a Karopean soldier 

me wm ney @9 ho’ in India is Rs. 2,000 per annum. But Govern- 

nent is not satisfied with this. A proposal has recently been made to pay 

the passage money to soldiers from the public treasury when they want to 
home on leave and to come back to join their duties. 


98. The Bhdrat Bdst, of the 19th September, says that during 
Government and th Lord Lytton’s administration, there was the 
ee Delhi Durbar on the one hand and the Madras 


The Post office at Piljung. 


Sir Rivers Thompson. 


The retrenchment scheme. 


hmine on the other, the expensive display of luxury on the one hand, and the 
‘dual wasting away of a large population from starvation onthe other. 

"ng Lord Dufferin’s administration, similarly, there are the expensive pre- 
‘nitions for an imaginary war with Russia on the one hand and the distri- 


ion 


ni of two pice relief to famine stricken people on the other, 
e 


crores are being wasted in making unnecessary railways and 
“centration of troops. Government shrinks from spending even a small 
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Crop dried Up 
Cries of suffer. 
flood. Many 
and Many 
fans. Many 
doing any thin 
10 one year 2, 
has joined the Lieute. 
en. Both these rulers 
0 men died in the 


8, when th 
died of starvation in Beerbhoom, Bankura and Burdwan. Seaenamer 


cares not to relieve the sufferers from the floods who fill the skies with 
their -wailings. The officers whom the Queen Empress has Appointed on 
large salaries to high posts for the protection of her subjects, do not 
unfortunately try to relieve their distress. The rulers are enjoying ball 
and dances in their summer residences in the hills, while the country is going 
to ruin. Rumour has it that next yeara new’ tax will be imposed for 
providing these officers with further enjoyments. The people of that country 
are sure to suffer where the rulers have no humanity ‘and no sense of 
responsibility. The administrations of Lord Lytton, Lord Ripon and Lord 


Dufferin, fully bear out the truth of the Bengali proverb, that people are 
ruined for the sins of their ralers. 


59. The same paper is glad to notice the appointment of Baboo 


Sehor fact Meas Se Sarat Chandra Das to the embassy sentto 


eee China, and expresses a hope that Government 
will be able in future to appoint natives to the Political Department. 


60. The Sddhdrani, of the 20th September, says that from the Secre- 

The new principle in the administrae tary of State’s speech at the time of bi 
oe presenting the Indian Budget before Parl 
ment, it evidently appears that a change has come over the spirit of British 
administration in India. He said that Lord Ripon had done incalculable 
injury by attending to internal affairs and by failing to increase tae strength 
of the army and to construct a railway to the frontier. He has als 
said that vast sums will now bave to be spent upon the construction 
of a frontier railway and upon the garrisoning of the frontier and for the 
increase of the strength of the army, and that works of internal improvemen 
such as the construction of roads and canals, will have to be put off for 
the present. He says that preparations must first be made for the defenc 
of the Empire, and then the work of internal improvement should be 
attended to. Owing to this new principle of administration, Indians ¥ 
have to suffer much. The writer has shown in the preceding issue how for 
the purpose of reducing expenditure, Government has abandoned all Jarg 
public works and will reduce the educational expenditure. If the Nagport 
Railway had not been abandoned, the famine afflicted people of Beerbhoom 
could have lived by working in its construction. If the construction ° 
the Ranaghat and Bhagwangola line had been now taken up, many peopl 
made destitute by the floods could have lived by working in its const" 
tion. But it does not appear that Government. will soon commence gute 
public works. ‘The Viceroy again has now left the Provincial Gorerm 
to govern their respective Provinces at their discretion and 1s devoting 
attention exclusively to political affairs. It is for this that he 1s supporting 
every act of the Provincial Governors, whether good or bad. His spk 
of the conduct of Sir Rivers Thompson revel. the Calcutta Municip 
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, due to this. Such a policy on the part of the Viceroy is very injurious 
: India. Sir Rivers Thompson is ill. That his orders are not obeyed by 
is subordinates has been proved in the case of the two pice allowance to 

‘neeafflicted persons. Besides this, the people do not reverence him. 
Tader these circumstances it would have been well if a sharp eye had been 
kept upon him by his superiors. But that is not being done. 


6], The same paper says that Indians worshipped Lord Ripon, because 
pifferent treatment of natives and he showed Jove of justice. But no Anglo- 
Anglo-Indians. Indian showed respect for him for that 
reason. Mr. Enge, who committed murder, was not hanged, but sentenced 
only to five years’ imprisonment. He appealed even against that decision 
tp the High Court. The Judges of that Court, whose love of justice is 
as creat as that of the heavenly Judge himself, reduced his punishment 
t) one years imprisonment, on the ground that a European would 
greatly suffer if he had to remain in jail for five years. After this, the 
son of a respectable native of Calcutta, who committed murder, was 
hanged. The writer does not blame the Judge who passed the capital 
senteace upon Tincowrt Pal. He only says that no one could say any- 
thing if European criminals were dealt with in the same manner. The 
Lieutenant-Governor rejected the prayer of 16,000 persons for the pardon 
of Tincowri Pal. 


62. The Samaya, of the 21st September, says that for want of ac- 
commodation many quiet lunatics had to be 
accommodated on the verandas of the Dacca 
and Cuttuck lunatic asylums. Even beasts are not kept in such an open 
pace asa veranda. The writer cannot understand why those men were 
kept: there. If there was no accommodation in those asylums, why were 
not the lunatics transferred to other asylums? People in Bengal are 
under the impression that lunacy is brought on by smoking ganja too much. 
But any intoxicating thing when used in excess can produce lunacy. The 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal and the Chief Commissioner of Assam 
are, however, of opinion that use of liquor never makes a man mad. The 
English Government in India does not like to reform the Excise Depart- 
ment for its greed of money. India has unfortunately got rulers whose 
cclf-interest never leads them to think of the comforts of their subjects. 


63. The Navavibhdkar, of the .y nt “gees says that " one - 
Lord Randol chi -q the Churchill family possesses the heart by 
Kipon's ee which alone the policy adopted by Lord 
Ripon to remove the possibility of a successful Russian invasion can be 
appreciated. Because Lord Ripon assumed the administration of India, 
Russia has become alarmed and made peace with England. It is the 
loyalty of 250 millions of Indians to the English Government which 
has made Russia desist. Had not such enthusiastic loyalty been awakened 
in the hearts of Indians by the administration of Lord Ripon, the 
‘pirited foreign policy of the Conservatives would have met with igaominious 
filure before the world. Lord Randolph Churchill has blamed the man 


y whose acts England has been able to extricate herself so easily from 
the Russian difficulty. 


The lunatic asylums of Bengal. 


64. The same paper says ace eneh . OF gr ag uation has 
tts Wien .. jmproved the health of Sir Rivers Thomp- 
a ee ae it has made his hard heart still ses. 
Though everybody sees that the floods have ruined the people, the 
_ ptutenant-Governor is saying that the injury is not so great as it appears. 
© 18 of opinion that the floods will rather benefit the province by 
wcreasing the fertility of the soil. The English and native members 


t the deputation which waited upon Sir Rivers Thompson, earnestly 
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requested him to remedy the evil.. But Sie Rivers’ apathy has not 
removed by their entreaties. Sir Rivers has said with: @ langh:—« mp, 
is no such thing as a “‘ Famine Relief Fund.” The writer says that = 
may not be a “Famine Relief Fund;” but there can be no doubt 
the license tax was imposed on the condition that such a fund would tp 
created. Lord Lytton spent the proceeds of the tax upon war. 
that time no mention has been made by Government of the “ Pamina 
Relief Fund.” But even now some money is set apart for the Opening 
of relief works. Sir Rivers Thompson has given a good proof of te 
Christian feelings by deliberately deluding the Reverend Mr. Jordan, by 
saying that there is no Famine Relief Fund, Whether Government 
admits it or not, the license tax was imposed with the object of 
creating a Famine Relief Fund. So_ long as the license tax continues to 
be levied, the writer will call it the “ Famine Relief Fund,” and say tha 
Government has not redeemed its pledge. 

65. The Som Prakash, of the 2lst September, referring to the 
expression of displeasure by the Jndian Daily 
News at the Ceylon Government’s not having 
received Sir Rivers Thompson with due honour, says that the Daily New; 
should have considered that Sir Rivers Thompson went as a private indi- 
vidual to Ceylon after taking leave, and that Ceylon did not see 
any extraordinary merit in him considered as a private individual. Had 
Ceylon heard of Sir Rivers Thompson’s treatment of the people under 
him at the time of distress it could have understood his nature. 

66. The same paper says that everybody is acquainted with the valour 
of the native troops and. especially of the 
Gurkha regiments. Still Government treats 


Since 


Sir Rivers Thompson. 


The native troops. 


European and native soldiers differently. © While Government spends 


Rs. 800 after each European soldier it hardly spends Rs. 25 after each 


native soldier, The native soldiers are also furnished with fewer and 


inferior arms. Honorary distinction and prize-money are awarded to 
European soldiers alone. The native troops only receive batta. 


67. The same paper learns from the Indian Union tbat civilians still - 


accept rich presents from natives. The paper 

has not done well in saying that the civilians 

should for the sake of their dignity desist from accepting presents. It is not 
possible for Anglo-Indians to make such self-sacrifice for the sake of duty. 

68. The Dainik, of the 21st September, says that there is a toll office 

a ssl allies ok Maudie at Hanskhali under the superintendence of 

a European gentleman, whois very anxious 

to increase the revenue from his office. He is acting in @ very highhanded 


Acceptance of presents by civilians. 


manner at this time of the floods. Tolls are leviable only from those | 


bouts which ply on the river, but the gentleman is levying toll 
from boats plying within a radius of three from the toll-oflice 1 
the fields which are under water owing to the inundations. At a me 
when people cannot go from one house to another without boats, the levying 
of such tolls is extremely hard. There is a toll office at Kishengan) under 
the supervision of the same gentleman, and the officer in charge of that 
office is not less highhanded. The distance between Hanskhal ‘th 
Kishenganj is eight miles, and on whichever side the boats plying 2 ™° 
intermediate places may go, they are to pay tolls. il 
69. The Ananda Bazdr Patrikd, of the 21st September, ps 
: . the Pioneer asks what has Lord +P 

One pon and the Pioweer, for India? The Editor asks the Pioneer 0 
turn to its own old files for a reply. In repealing the Press Act, 10 enenere of 
lng to introduce local self-government into this country, ia inronneny aa 
Jurisdiction Bill in the Legislative Council and repealing certain R. 0. 

provisions of the Indian Criminal law, in appointing Mr. Justice » 
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ciate as Chief Justice, in releasing the innocent Salem prisoners, 
Mitt Oe Bengali school-boys from injustice and oppression, in 
ip rt a resolution on the Webb case, in short, in doing whatever 
oe 4 for the benefit of this country, Lord Ripon furnished a reply 
: re query, now put by the Psoneer. The Editor of the Pioneer must 

emory. | 
wis a, Foams a or may not admit it, but it must be aware that 
he people of India are intelligent and cannot be deceived by glass beads. 
a Ripon secured their attachment. This of itself ought to have led 
= Pioneer to see that Lord Ripon must have conferred some benefit 
ec Indians, otherwise they would not have been thus attached to him. 
The Editor of the Péoneer must be aware that the pledges given by the 
Queen in her Proclamation of 1858, to the people of India, were given 
‘1 good faith and accepted by them also in good faith.. But the rulers gra- 
sual commenced to set at naught this Proclamation, until Lord Lytton came 
and by means of his public acts destroyed the little faith which the 
eople still reposed in. that document. It is Lord Ripon who has revived 
he faith of the natives in the Queen’s Proclamation. By doing this 
Lord Ripon has not only aroused hopes in their minds, but has also 
convinced the English nation that it is their duty to govern India in 
sccordance with the principles of that Proclamation. And the . English 
nation has recognized the duty. The people of India have begun to 


avitate for political rights since Lord Ripon resuscitated that Pro- 
clamation. 


70. The same paper says that it is believed by many that the peace 


7 just made with Russia will be but short-lived, 
Peace with Russia. 


Whether it will prove injurious or beneficial 
will transpire afterwards. The Editor, however, expects that one immediate 


benefit which will be derived from it, is that Lord Dufferin will now probably 
beable te devote greater attention to measures of internal Improvement. 
Considering the deplorable plight to which the country is being gradually 


reduced, it does not behove His Excellency to remain any longer indiffer- 
ms eat to this matter. 7 


71. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 21st September, says that 


7 , Maharaja Dhuleep Singh is coming back 
en ey eee to the Punjab. At this time when the 
relation between Russia and England is so strained, the Maharaja will be 


able to do much to help the English in the Punjab, and it can be proved 


that this is the motive which inspires the English to send the Maharajah 
back to his own country. 


72. The Dainik, ofthe 22nd September, says that Sir Rivers 
Sir Rivers Thompson and inundae ‘Lhompson is of opinion that the time has 


tons not yet come for Government to relieve 
the people in the flooded districts, and that the public need not trouble 
themselves about relief operations. No relief is necessary till the flood 
water has dried up, that is, no relief is necessary as long as people will 
ttuggle in the water and their crops and cattle are being washed away. 


nif for Sir Rivers has said that the after consequences of the floods will be 


beneficial to the people of Nuddea, for the alluvial deposit left by them will 

crease the productive power of the land and destroy the seeds of malaria. 

it Rivers has distinctly said that he is afraid there is no such thing as 
4 famine relief fund. 

73. The Surabhi, of the 23rd September, says that there are many 

., {erent treatment of India and the things that clearly prove that the English 

a have not the slightest sympathy with Indians, 


€ writer does not understand when the help of Government will be neces- 
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and that they govern India merely for the purpose’o er 
The writer shows one instance of the cruelty of The Basile Go money, 
to Indians. While Indians are required to bear the whole of the rumen 
of the India Office, which amounts to 23 lakhs of rupees yearly ¢ _ ns 
have not to contribute anything. towards the expenses of the Sen 
ee 


. Office, which amount only to a little more than 4 lakhs. Such injust} 


will not cease so long as Indians cannot command influence i 
74. The same paper says that some native gentlemen see Se 
Po ee : the Lieutenant-Governor for the maki - 
sap coat arrangements to prevent th lhe 
prevent the adulteration of 
ghee with fat and oil. The writer says that the Lieutenant-Governor who} 
busy in taking care of his own broken down health, has neither time * 
power to listen to that prayer. - 
75. The same. paper learns from the Jndian Union news 
ee Cwspaper of 
Aiceinihisse st vielen ty Cedi me that the Civilians are in the habit 
of accepting presents freely. Government has 


forbidden the acceptance of presents by the Civilians, bat : 

obeyed. If Government ails desires to put an end Fag i 7 
accepting presents, it should rule that the Civilians who will accept see 
will be put in the next lower grade. 
76. The same paper says that the average income of Indians is only 
The additional military expenditure. three pice and . half per day . Upon Indians, 
whose income is so small, the Secretary of 
State has imposed an additional burden of two crores of rupees annually 
for the defence of the frontier. Nothing can be more cruel than this: 
but what steps are Indians taking to remedy this ? | | 
77. The same paper says that different persons will give different 
, replies to the question—‘ By what force is 
uaa domi- the British Government ruling India?” Some 
will reply that the English are governing 
India by the force of their army. But this is not true—for compared with 
the number of the native population, the number of troops under the British 
Government is merely a handful. The number of the English troops in 
the army of Government again is only one-fourth of the whole number of 
troops. Some will perhaps say that they are ruling India with the force of 
arms. But this reply also is not correct, inasmuch as the majority of the 
arms are in the hands of the native soldiers. It may be again asked how 
is it that so many native soldiers are serving under Government. Some may 
say that this is due to English money. But in reply to this it may be said that 
the English did not bring money with them from England, but are, on the 
contrary, sending money from here to England. Many persons will say that 
the English Government is ruling India by the principle of equality i 
administration. But the writer does not find that this principle is observed by 
Government in the administration of the country. Many persons will perhaps 
say that the impartial administration of justice under the British Government 
is the cause of the stability of British dominion in India. But thisis not true, 
for Englishmen who commit murder escape with impunity. Some will say 
that British dominion has proved lasting owing to the affection of the rulers 
forthe people. But the less is said of Government’s affection for Indians, the 
better. Sir Rivers Thompson soundly slept in Darjeeling while men died of 
starvation. Government continued to levy the license-tax for creating ® 
famine relief fund, and busied itself in serving the Amir. The provace 
being submerged by the floods. But the sick Lieutenant-Governor wou d not 
resign his office owing to greed of money, and_ will proceed to Darjeeling 

immediately after his return from Ceylon. Indians prayed for their er” 
ment as volunteers in order to sacrifice their lives for the English Government, 


but received not even a reply to their petition. The mght reply 1 
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ostion, 18 that England is governing India by the force of words, English- 
mare makiog people believe by the forceof their words that they love 
opartial administration of justice and equality, and that they trust and love 
[ndians. 


III.—Lxcisiative. 


78, The Som Frakdsh, of the 21st September, says that the people of 
tof Dadabhai Nowrjias Dombay are unanimously praising Lord Reay 
Appointment of 1a “eee eee : nea 
\Menber of the Bombay Legislative for appointing Dadabhai Nowrji as a member of 
Council , his Legislative Council. The people of Bengal 
are go unfortunate that they are never able to praise Sir Rivers Thompson. 
79. The Surabht, of the 23rd September, praises Lord Reay for 
as te tot. bee appointing a man so fearless, independent- 
patbhai Nowrjiasa member of his minded and holding such liberal views as 
Council. Dadabhai Nowrji as a member of his Legislative 
Council. Sir Rivers Thompson or any other Anglo-Indian Governor would 
not have thought of taking such a man into his Council. 


IV.—Narttve States. 


80. he Sahachar, of the 16th September, says that the Maharajah of 


| Ris Sane Siete Tipperah should beware ; he is not completely 


independent. He has many estates in the 
British territories. The British Government has also the power of checking 


oppressions in his State, as in that of any other independent native prince. 
Because the British Government possessed that power, it proceeded to check 
the oppressions of Mulhar Rao. The. Maharajah has been repeatedly 
warned by Government. Even in today’s Gazette Sir Rivers Thompson 
has said:—“* Unless the Maharajah, the personal amiability of whose 
character is borne testimony to by the Commissioner, is prepared himself 
to undertake the necessary reforms in his affairs, some more direct inter- 


ference On the part of Government can hardly be avoided.” 
81. The Bangabdst, of the 19th September, says that the Lieutenant- 
The Tipperah Resolution of the Governor is very sorry that the Maharajah of 


(overnment of Bengal. 


: Tipperah has multiplied unnecessary appoint- 
ments, 


This has increased the financial embarassments of the State. 
Government in previous years warned the Maharajah against this evil, 
but no attention was paid to these warnings. The Maharajah has 
in the year under review revived -the office of minister-associate. 
The present incumbent. of that office does not stop in the State, but resides 
at Calcutta. No benefit under such circumstances can be derived by the 
revival of the appointment which costs so much to the State. The writer 
cannot believe that the connection of such an able man as Baboo Shambhu 
handra Mukerjee, the present minister-associate with the State, will not be 
tnelicial to it. The writer advises the Maharajah to be cautious. Such 
a1 admonition from Government cannot be to the credit of the Maharajah. 
overnment has plainly told him that unless the attends to the reformation of 
. State, it will have to interfere more directly in its affairs. It is a matter 
preat regret that Government has been obliged to hold out such 
yee to a native prince. The Maharajah should consult with his 
ale Prime Minister in conducting the business of bis State. 
+. The Sanjivant, of the 19th September, says that if bee ee 
Re Wilts cet io of Hill Tipperah does not attend to the reforms 
intent ms aia of his State, Government will be obliged to 
fn “re more directly in the management of its affairs. The writer does not 
"thot to blame the Maharajah for after reading the resolution. The 
ne e are well fed, they do not work hard, and mortality among them 1s very 
+ These should not certainly be counted as defects of the administration. 
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The Maharajah isin debt, and he should try to clear it, The... 
ments of Mr. Sandys and of Shambhu Baboo are useless ? The Mat 
should curtail unnecessary expenditure, and try. to increase hi, Bah 
But why is Government so anxious about the Maharajah’s debts, 1; ear 
think first of its own increasing burden of debts and then interfere ; + 
affairs of the Maharaja. ae ee : ID the 
8&3. The Sddhdrant, of the 20th September, referring ' 
see 4 Lieutenant-Governor’s remarks regardi . 
—_— Tipperah State to the effect that « dn th 
Maharajah, the personal amiability of whose character is borne testimon . 
by the Commissioner, is prepared himself to undertake the necessary reform, 
in his affairs, some direct, interference on the part of Government can hardly 
be avoided,” says that itis not difficult for British subjects to understand 
the threat held out by these words. A bitter attack has been made in 1} 
resolution on the administration of the State upon Baboo Sambhu Chunde 
Mookerjea. Baboo Shambhu Chunder carries on correspondence yith 
Government for the Maharajah of Tipperah. Government does not like 
this. Besides Baboo Shambhu Chunder carries on correspondence fron 
Calcutta. This is impertinence in the opinion of Government. Of Course 
the Secretary of State can govern India from England, the India Coungj 
can remain there, and the cavalry for the defence of India must remain 
there. Famine can also be seen through telescopes from the heights of 
Darjeeling. But that. Baboo Sambhu Chunder should carry on corre. 
pondence from Government is intolerable. The Maharajah has beep 
praised for employing Mr. Sandys. He should also employ a Mendes this time, 
84. The Samvad Prabhakar, of the 22nd September, is glad to notice 
that Lord Dufferin has, at the death of the 
Maharajah of Cashmere, expressed his sorrow 
in the Gazet‘e of India, and made a handsome acknowledgment of the past 
services of the Maharajah to the English Government. But the writer is sory 
to hear that the Government of India wants to place the State under European 
supervision, because it considers the eldest son of the Maharajah as unit 

to govern the State. This news, if true, will cause much regret. . 

85. The Surabhi, of the 23rd September, says that many persons have 
7 doubts as to whether the eldest son of the late 
— Maharajah of Cashmere will be installed as his 
successor on the guddee. _ Government has always desired to annex Cashmere, 
because it is situated on the frontier. It has desisted from doing so not owing 
to considerations of morality, but in deference to public opinion. The writer ® 
hopes that Government will soon remove these doubts by installing the prince 


on the throne of Cashmere. : 
V.—PRospects OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


86. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 15th September, expected tha 
: the scarcity in Burdwan would be over in 
Pee Se August, but it has been disappointed. The 
recent floods have laid the whole country under water, and the people have 
been ruined. None but Government. can save the people at this crisis. The 
Magistrate has gone to Culna and to Cutwa to inspect the condition of 
people. Ifhe makes arrangements for saving life, the people will be saved, 
otherwise all will be over with them, k 
87. The same paper says that in Indhas and Kutabpur ae 
A Pea nna ,,., this year the crops are abundant. But! 
© Dnahas and Suiabpur chowses doubtful whether many will live to reap the crop 
Many are really in want. Some of them earned a precarious livell Z 
working in the fields of others. But people do not want labourers at . 
What are these men to eat? Willthe Magistrate of Bankoora make pro™ 
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or them ? There were men to make known the sufferings of the people 
+ Sonamaukhi, for Sonamukhi is at the side of the railway. But there 1s 
ne to make known the suffering of the pers of Indhas and Kutabpur. 
Vslaria has made its appearance among these unhappy people. They are in 
vant of food. Where will they get medicine? The month of Asin and 
Kartik will be terrible for them. Famine is generally followed by a great 
-serease of mortality. Ordinarily, Government comes to its senses when a 
large number of men dies of.malaria. Many places in the districts of Burdwan 
snd Bankoora have been depopulated by malaria within the last few years. 
if malaria rages with: virulence this year, Government will have to open 
charitable dispensaries in many places. 


93, The Sahachar, of the 16th September, says that thousands of 
node, persons have been washed away and made 

destitute by the recent floods. Noone can 
tell the number of cattle that have been washed away. Owing to a breach 
‘a the embankment at Lalitakundi the largest portion of the Moorshedabad, 
Jessore and Nuddea districts has been flooded. The writer has spoken 
| before of the wretched condition of Midnapore owing to the floods. How 
are now people to be saved P Though the Nuddea inundation of 1871 was 
not so injurious, 200,000 cattle perished owing to it, and three-fourth of the 
erops were destroyed. This time the whole of the crops has been destroyed. 
Owing to failure of crops in Nuddea in 1866, 600,000 persons suffered from 
scarcity and 325,000 persons had to be supplied with food. One shudders 
to think what the fate of the people of Nuddea will be this time. Had 
not the Public Works Department been asleep, so much mischief would not 
have been done. Had precautions been taken, there would not have been 
any breach in the Lalitakundi embankment? Is not this due to the negli- 
gence of the Public Works Department in repairing the embankment, 
Many are of opinion that the railways have blocked up the natural water 
courses and hence so much mischief has happened. The Lalitakundi em- 


Distress caused by the recent fi 


bankment breaks at intervals of ten years or so. Thus lakhs of rupees are 
lost every ten years or so. Is there no remedy for this? What is the 
use of embankments if they cannot prevent inundation? There can be no 
doubt that the present calamity has happened owing to the negligence of the 
Public Works Department. Government should try its best to help the dis- 
tressed people. It will do a very wrong act if it desists from doing so on the 
plea of want of money. Sir Rivers Thompson has recovered his a 


health, The writer wants to see whether his mind also has become healthy. 


89. The Bharat _. of os 17th sos yg yes, to the 
: eep distress caused by the floods asks, has 
"udzess caused by the recent floods. oe the news of this distress reached 
Mr, Cockerell, or does he not feel adequate responsibility, being only a 
lmporary Lieutenant-Governor, or does he await instructions as to what 
‘eps to take in the matter? Government should make the zemindars 
remit rent this year in the places which have been flooded, and should 


itself desist from realizing the revenue from zemindars whose zemindaries 
bave suffered from these floods. 


90. The Patdékd, of the 18th September, seys that the recent floods 


: : have done greater injury than those of 1871 
‘gh onby the recentfloods. 141870, Cries of distress are being heard 
| "om the cultivators on all sides. Last year crops did not grow well in 

"el parts owing to drought. This year three-fourths of the ous crops 
= been submerged. The prospects of the amun crops also are not good. 
Mt ‘nd above this, the houses of poor people have been demolished by 
«Hoods. Still Government is indifferent to the distress of the people. 


wh indifference is deeply to be regretted. Government is busy in 
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strengthening the frontier. But it does not care for the lives of th 
| e 


eople. | 
nh oh Arya Darpan, of the 18th September, says that affairs } 
Aiiiins te Minbhewn. come to a critical pass in Manbhoom, an 
people have for want of food taken 1, 
dacoity and murder. They have killed one zemindar and wounded ap th - 
Substantial men cannot remain without arms. ven officers haye to k ne 
pistols with them. The country is going to ruin. " 


92. The Pratikdr, of the 18th September, says that the Macistrate 


. . f 

Floods in Moorshedabad. Moorshedabad, instead of asking Government 

for aid is collecting subscriptions for 4, 

relief of those suffering from the recent floods. The subscriptions wil] ‘is 

ng and will not last long. Government should make ample Provision 
or relief. 


93. The same paper says that though a part of the population had ty 
Floods ta: Bengal. starve last year owing to the failure of the 
crops, and though many died from want of 
food, still the majority of it lived. But the recent floods have mage 
this impossible. Unless Government makes ample provision for relief the 
people will perish. From the attitude of the Government it appears that it 
will undertake the relief work this year in the same spirit as last year, | 
The writer beseeches the ruler of Bengal to sympathise with the people in 
their distress. He beseeches the Government of India, too, to take this 
serious matter into its consideration. Money must be spent this year from 
the public treasury for saving the lives of the people and for providing 
them with implements of husbandry; otherwise they will be ruined, 
Government will have to do another thing, namely, thatit will have to 
suspend the collection of revenue in those estates which are under water, 
The writer implores the Magistrate of Moorshedabad not to spare pains 
to save lives. Rumour says that the relief granted by him is not sufficient, 
The country cannot be saved with funds raised by subscriptions, The 
Magistrate should write strongly to Government for ample provision for 
relief work. 


94. The Nava Medint, of the 19th September, says that the people 


i of Mayna are in the same wretched condition 
ing agence ra ts as the people of Ghattal owing to the recent 
floods. There is only a police head-constable at Mayna. But what can 
one mando? The Magistrate on the receipt of the police report has 
deputed a canoongoe tu go there. The writer hopes that the Relief 
Committee will not fail to help the people of Mayna. 
95. The Sanjivanf, of the 19th September, hears from the Hindu 
iiks clk 6 hems tat. CO that the zemindars will call a public 
’ meeting at the Town Hall on the 5th of 
October, for the purpose of collecting funds for the relief of the people 
suffering from the effects of the recent floods. But, says the wmter, 
the 5th of October is a date far distant. If people die withia 
this time from want of food, what will be the good of holding the 
meeting. 
96. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 20th September, says that Providence 
Chiat to temeal appears to be very unfavourably disposed to 
: wards the people of Bengal. Within a shor 
time the people of this unfortunate country have suffered from the scarcity ° 
food and water, from conflagrations and from earthquakes. Now they a 
suffering from the effects of excessive rain and of inundations. __ 
97. The Navavibhdkar, of the 21st September, says that 10 Nuddea 


become 
The distress ed by the recent floods. alone about 600,000 persons have 
seoprts hentesen yer destitute owing to the recent floods. Sue 
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has been the case in many other districts also. Owing to repeated failures 
of harvest, the province has become foodless. After this additional misfortune 
famine will rage with double violence. Men will die before the water dries 
uD- Efforts should be made for relief without delay. Let Government show 
iberality. How can it be called the protector of the people if it hesitates 
;o spend their money for their relief? The Lieutenant-Governor should 
this time overcome his desire of going to the hills. 

98, Acorrespondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 21st September, says 


that in about ten-sixteenths of the whole 
number of villages in the Ghattal thana, crops 


will not grow. _ In one-eighth of the whole 
sumber of villages in the Chandrakona thana also crops will not grow. 


How will the people save their lives under these circumstances ? The people 
of these parts live by cultivating rice. They will have to pay half the rent 
st the time of the Pujah. Unless Government makes some arrangements for 
the relief of the poor who are suffering on account of the floods, they will perish. 

99, Another correspondent of the same paper says, that the people of 


hates ia Dibba Maldah are suffering much owing to failure 
istress 12 ° 


of crops in that district during the last three 
eats, Over and above this, the recent floods have completely submerged the 


aus crops. Even seeds will not be obtained for cultivation next year. The 
autumnal crops too have been submerged. (People parted with their 
domestic utensils in order to obtain capital for cultivating the autumnal 
crops. Now that those crops have been destroyed they cannot obtain even 
asingle pice as aloan. Many persons are obtaining food at the interval of 
tvo or three days. It is said that in some places people are obtaining food 
at the interval of five to seven days. The local officials are iudifferent to 
the distress of the people. 


100. The same paper says that scarcely has Bengal got out of one 
. difficulty than it has fallen into another. 
jcoremment and distress caused by Referring to the recent floods, the writer says 


that Rajshahye which is considered as one of 
the chief grain producing districts is under water. Owing to excessive 


rainfall the crops of Burrisal which supplies rice not only to Bengal, but to 
the whole world, is almost wholly destroyed. The case is the same in 
Midnapore, Burdwan, Beerbhoom and Hooghly. Berhampore, Kishnaghur, 
Jessore and a portion of the 24-Pergunnahs have been flooded. 

As Providence has become adverse to Bengal, the officials also have 
become hardhearted and indifferent to the sufferings of the people. The floods 
are in some measure due to the negligence of Sir Rivers Thompson. That 
repairs of the Lalitakundi embankment had become urgently necessary had 
been reported to the Lieutenant-Governor, but he took no notice of the 
matter. The writer does not believe that the Lieutenant-Governor or the 
Viceroy will take any steps to remedy the evil caused by the floods. The 
people of Bengal seem tu pray to the Lieuteuant-Governor either to make 
arangements for the removal of their distress or to put an end to their 
‘ulerings by putting an end to their lives. 

101. The Sdr Sudhdnidhi, of the 21st September, says that there is no 


Distress caused by the recent floods, Probability of a speedy remedy of the evil 
r ai ema tet Tae by the recent floods when Sir Rivers 
tompson is ill and the responsibility of the official officiating for him is 
“ot 80 great as Sir Rivers’s would have been if he had not taken leave. 

102. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 21st September, says that 
The floods. there have been floods in almost all districts 
i a of Bengal. Many districts nave been almost 
na while some have suffered somewhat less injury. Many believe that 
“tecent floods bave been higher than those of the Bengali year 1230, 


Distress imminent in Ghattal and 
Chandrakona. 
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place of cholera. When Hippocrates spoke of cholera, even the name 


( 1230 ) 


It would be no exaggeration to say that nearly five lakhs of 
Kishnagar and Banagram have been reduced to utter destitution wee 
floods. bY these 

- While the country is passing through this period of 4; 

Officials probably have not yet come to know anything about Py — the 
if it has been at all brought to their notice, it has along with other ian 
received only a passing attention. Native papers may have Poorer 
indulged in a joke when they connected Sir Rivers Thompson with ie 
occurrence of the late earthquake in Bengal, but there can be no doubt th ' 
the recent destructive floods have been in a great measure due to oficial 
neglect. The English are aware that without a proper system of embank. 
ments Bengal cannot be protected from floods. The embankment works of 
Hindu and Mahomedan rulers are before their eyes, and their own engineers 
also have repeatedly drawn their attention to the subject. But Government 
has not attended to the matter. It has further closed all the natural water. 
courses of the country by the construction of roads and railways, The only 
cause of this neglect of the interests of Bengal by Government seems to lie i; 
the Permanent Settlement of the land revenue. Sure of obtaining its revenue 
from the zemindars at the appointed time, Government is perfectly indiffer. 
ent to the condition of the people. The only hope of saving the distressed 
people now rests in Government and wealthy Englishmen. It will be 
enough if Government applies the famine fund for the purpose of relieving 
the sufferers. 

103. The same paper says that the attitude of the Lieutenant. 
The Lieutenant-Governor and the Governor towards the influential deputation, 
floods. which recently waited upon him on the subjec; 
of concerting measures for the relief of the sufferers from the late floods, was 
such that it might lead peonle to think that Government would take car 
to conceal the fact of the distress. | 

104. The same paper says that thousands of cows and plough-cattle 
The floods and the destruction of , have perished in consequence of the floods, 
cattle. Those that are still alive will soon die if not 


provided with fodder. Government should attend to the matter if it desires 
to save the cultivators. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


105. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 17th September, refers to the petition of 
A separate quarter for the prosti- the Band of Hope to the Lieutenant-Governot 
titutes of the town. praying for the removal of the prostitute 
living near schools and colleges in Calcutta, to a separate quarter. 
Bombay the prostitutes are not permitted, it is said, to reside near educa- 
tional institutions. The writer is not against the proposal, but thinks it & 
unreasonable to ask for the removal of the unfortunates to a particular 
quarter of the town. There can, however, be no doubt as to the need of 
preventing them from so showing themselves in public as to attract atten- 
tion. 
106. The Navavithdkar, of the 21st September, says that Europeans 
now believe that India is the birth-place 0 
cholera. For this reason Indian sbips “ 
detained at European ports. Mr. Mackenzie has said :—“ It must : 
remembered that the trade of India with Europe is seriously pom 
at present by quarantine regulations which rest for their supposed } a 
tion upon the continued prevalence of cholera in our large por's 5 | 
specially in Calcutta which is regarded as the medus of this disease. bit 
history tells that neither Calcutta nor any other part of India is the ; 


India and cholera. 
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India was not known in Earope. There is mention of cholera in old Chinese 
‘d Japanese books. Dr. Cunningham, the greatest sanitary authority in 
indi bas also said that India is not the birth-place of cholera, and that that 
ieen8e has always existed in all countries. From all this it appears that 
| India is not the birth-place of cholera, and that the disease does not spread 
‘ato other countries from it. | 

107. The Swrabhz, of the 23rd September, says that Mr. Lewis has 

jismiseal of @ reader in the dismissed a reader of the Government Press 
ae Secretariat Press. owing to the suspicion that he had com- 
municated the Lieutenant-Governor’s resolution on the case of Tincari 
Pal to the Indian Datly News before its publication. But the Daily News has 
said that he obtained information upon the subject from a higher officer. 


The writer hopes that Mr. Lewis ‘ will now see his mistake and re-appoint 
the dismissed reader. 


Urrya Papers. 


108. The Semvad Bahika, gives further particulars of the drowning 
Accident to a boat in Balasore and case that was noticed in paragraph 125 


loss of three lives. of our report, of the 12th instant, and 
remarks that the authorities should enquire into the subject without 
any delay. 
109. The Utkal Dipika reviews in detail the proceedings of Mr. 
Mr, Williamson and the canal Williamson, Deputy Magistrate and Deputy 
revenue cess in Cuttack. Collector of Cuttack, now specially engaged 
in examining canal revenue cases, and remarks that his services have been 
far useful as to protect a large number of tenants from oppression and 
unnecessary litigation. | _ 
li i aio a 110. The Sebaka has the following lines 
Cuttack. on the volunteer movement at Cuttack :— 
“Our readers will be glad to learn that the volunteering movement set 
on foot at Cuttack for the last four or five months has after all borne some 
fruit. A meeting of the European and Eurasian candidates will take place, 
we are told, on the 26th of the current month at Lalbag, where certain ques- 
tions, regarding uniform and its cost will be settled. Our readers must have 
noticed that a certain number of respectable native gentlemen were also 
candidates for admission into the military corps as volunteers. It is therefore 
eared that the exclusive attention paid to European and Eurasian candi- 
dates of the station might give umbrage to their native comrades, who are 
in no way inferior to them, so far as sterling merit is concerned. That the 
European candidates should be consulted first is natural, but why should 
the Eurasians, who are the children of the soil, have prior claims over other 
batives of the land? The question of race and colour does not, we think, 
apply to the Eurasians of the Cuttack station, some of whom are known to 
€ as black as sack-cloth, whereas those, who have carefully examined the 
physiognomy of the members of the Pundit family at Chandnichoka, or 
those of the Chowdhery family in Chowdhery Bazar must have marked in 
them traces of Aryan blood, which runs through the veins of the members 
of the whole Aryan race. The Native Christian community, which ranks 
among its members certain energetic persons, have organised a deputation 
that will wait upon Mr. Metcalfe, Major Commandant of the proposed 
Corps, and explain to him the necessity of enlisting certain members from 
‘mong their community. Whata pity that while the interests of our country 
até at stake, scions of rich and noble families in Orissa should continue to 


remain indifferent and squander away their riches in frivolous projects and 
hateful objects? Cuttack is a military district of the Madras Presidency, 
hence the Inspector-General of Ordnance, Madras, has been requested to 
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supply arms and accoutrements for the use of the volunteer Corps of th 
station. The poor members of the corps will be supplied with uniform ’ 
other necessaries from the capitation grant, remaining at the disposal pre 
Maéras Military Department. Whether the natives are enlisted o, Not, + 
shall be happy to welcome the formation of a volunteer corps at Cuttack 
and we doubt not but that the Major Commandant will be ab 


le to | 
no distant time, a battalion of healthy, cheerful, loyal and brave soldion . 
111. The same paper regrets to find that a large number of men wer 


.. turned mad by the use of intoxicatin 
toxieetiog druge. roieemeslg in the last year. It° therefore requests on 
ernment to take certain steps to remove the evil in question. 

112. The death of the late Jub-Raj of Dhenkanal is stil] 

Death of the minor chief of Dhen. mourned by this paper and some of its 
kanal. temporaries. 

113. The Utkal Darpan regrets that the new Municipal Commissioner; 


The Municipal Commissioners of of Balasore are not properly attending to the 
Balasore. condition of roads in the Balasore town. [t 
is of opinion that the roads were in better condition during the administr- 
tion of the old Commissioners. 


Con- 
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